TEXT FROM AN EMAIL RECEIVED FROM INSPECTOR NAOMI LOFTHOUSE, SUFFOLK POLICE REGARDING THE EVENT AT SHRUBLANDS HALL 10-12 JULY 2026

Good Afternoon Councillors and Parish Councils,
 
 
I hope you don’t mind me contacting you collectively.
 
I am writing to you as key stakeholders regarding the forthcoming Ijtimah event at Shrubland Hall, scheduled to take place on 9th, 10th and 11th July.
 
Firstly, for those whom I have not yet had the opportunity to meet, please allow me to introduce myself. I am Inspector Naomi Lofthouse, the Community Policing Team Inspector responsible for the Barham area.
 
I am aware that, for some time, there has been a degree of concern surrounding this event. I hope this communication will help to provide reassurance to both yourselves and the communities you represent.
 
From the initial notification of the event, there has been a significant amount of rumour and misinformation circulating—particularly in relation to the anticipated number of attendees. I would therefore like to take this opportunity to clarify matters.
 
Suffolk Constabulary has been working closely with the Safety Advisory Group (SAG), alongside our partner agencies and the event organisers. Constructive multi-agency meetings have taken place, during which appropriate advice and guidance have been provided in response to the event plans submitted.
 
These meetings have included representation from key partners such as:
 
Licensing
Environmental health (including food safety)
Emergency services (Ambulance, Police and Fire)
Highways authorities
 
The event organisers have been cooperative and engaged throughout this process and have demonstrated a clear commitment to delivering the event with minimal disruption to local residents and the wider community.
 
In addition to the SAG process, police are continuing to engage directly with organisers to ensure that community impact and public safety remain central considerations, both in the lead-up to the event and throughout its duration.
 
Attendance across the three days is currently estimated at approximately 10,000 people, with Saturday expected to be the busiest day. (not the originally spoken about 100,000 people)
 
In terms of arrivals:
Coaches are expected to begin arriving from Thursday evening
Arrival times will be staggered across Thursday evening, Friday morning/evening, and Saturday morning
 
A comprehensive traffic management plan has been developed, which includes:
 
Designated one-way systems
Routing designed to avoid local villages where possible
 
The event will primarily operate on a coach drop-off model, with attendees strongly encouraged to utilise organised transport rather than private vehicles. However, appropriate provision has been made for those who do travel by car, with sufficient on-site parking available.
 
The organisers will also be providing their own:
 
Event stewards
Qualified security personnel
 
Security arrangements have been thoroughly considered as part of the planning process.
 
I am aware that, alongside concerns relating to traffic and attendance numbers, there has also been concern regarding online commentary and anti-Muslim sentiment, and the potential for counter-protests or demonstrations.
I would like to provide clear reassurance that this aspect is being closely monitored by police, with ongoing assessment and review as we approach the event. Appropriate contingency plans are being developed and will remain in place to respond to any risks identified.
 
Police planning will continue through:
Ongoing internal operational meetings
Continued engagement with organisers and landowners
Active monitoring throughout the event period, including through community engagement at and in the surrounding areas of the event
 
I hope this update provides some reassurance. Please feel free to share this information with your communities and networks as appropriate.
 
I will be acting as the Community Policing lead and primary point of contact for this event. Should you have any questions, concerns, or wish to raise matters on behalf of your constituents, please do not hesitate to contact me. I will do my best to respond and ensure that concerns are addressed, and communities feel both informed and reassured.
 
Thanks you once again
 
Kind regards
 
Naomi
 
 
T/Inspector Naomi Lofthouse
 

