TEXT OF AN EMAIL RECEIVED 29 JUNE 2026 FROM THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF BABERGH & MID SUFFOLK DISTRICT COUNCIL

Dear councillors
 
I wanted to provide a further update on the UK Itjema event happening at Shrubland Hall in July.
 
Mid Suffolk District Council welcomes visitors to our district and will always seek to ensure local events can be held safely for attendees and surrounding communities, without unnecessary disruption for neighbouring residents or damage to the environment.
 
As part of the local Safety Advisory Group (SAG), alongside emergency services and county council colleagues, we have given advice and guidance to the organisers who have provided information and given a clear commitment to delivering the event with minimal disruption to local residents and the wider community.
 
In addition to the SAG process, police are continuing to engage directly with organisers to ensure that community impact and public safety remain central considerations, both in the lead-up to the event and throughout its duration.
 
Attendance across the three days is currently estimated at approximately 10,000 people – far below the 100,000-attendance figure, which caused understandable concern, when initially reported.  For context this is less than the 13,000 people visiting Haughley Park earlier this year for the Weird and Wonderful Wood festival.
 
There are no activities planned during the event which require a licence.
 
We recognise the willingness of the event organisers to work with us and partner agencies to ensure every possible step has been taken to ensure the gathering can be staged safely.
 
We can confirm that, in our capacity as planning authority, we took enforcement action following unauthorised work to create an additional access to the site. An immediate stop was put to any further work, and the owner has since confirmed this access point will not be used, with the fence reinstated.
 
Suffolk Highways and blue-light colleagues continue to advise on access routes and traffic management for the event, which takes place on July 10-12. A site meeting took place last Thursday (June 25), with some further advice provided by Highways to ensure safe entry and exit from the site, and to minimise local disruption.
 
The organisers have confirmed there will be stewards and SIA-registered security on site during the event.
 
Mid Suffolk District Council will continue to work with partner agencies and the event organisers in the meantime.
 
You can also find out more about the role of the Safety Advisory Group here and contact the relevant agencies involved for any specific concerns within their areas of responsibility:
 
· East of England Ambulance Service NHS Trust
· Mid Suffolk District Council food and safety team (chair)
· Mid Suffolk District Council licensing team [NB: there are no licensable activities at this event]
· Mid Suffolk District Council Environmental Protection Team
· Suffolk Constabulary
· Suffolk Police Licensing Team [NB: there are no licensable activities at this event]
· Suffolk County Council Highways Team
· Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service
· Suffolk Joint Emergency Planning Unit
 
Thank you
 
Arthur
 
Arthur Charvonia
Chief Executive
Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils 

