Sent on behalf of Arthur Charvonia, Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils Chief Executive
 
Dear Town and Parish Clerks
 
I wanted to update you about events that have been developing overnight and today at the Ijtema event at Shrubland Hall, Barham.
 
As you will see from the Suffolk Police media statement below, the organisers have been supported to conclude the event early after a possible threat was made towards it.
 
Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils have been working alongside our emergency service colleagues and other councils to carefully manage this operation throughout last night and today, to ensure people are safe and well.
 
I wanted you to have visibility of the police statement which was issued a few minutes ago:
 
Police have worked with the organisers of the UK Ijtima, which took place in Shrubland Hall, Suffolk this weekend, to facilitate the bringing of the event to a close slightly earlier than previously planned, after receiving information about a possible threat made towards the event.
 
Officers worked alongside the local authority and organisers of the event to facilitate the safe exit of all those attending the event today (Sunday). 
 
A police spokesperson said: "We understand this may cause concern to those who attended the event, however we'd like to reassure everyone that the decision to end the event early was taken with event organisers as a precaution and there is no wider threat to the public. A full investigation into the nature of the threat is now underway."
 
I will share any further updates when I can.
 
Thank you
 
Arthur

