For PC Meeting Tuesday 26th May 2026
ITEM 8 GREEN SPACES
8a) Report from Broom Hill Trust.
The Trustees wish to again record thanks to parishioner David Oliver for repairing the picnic bench and table. The PC working group has reinstalled the bench and table on the lower picnic site. 
Cathy Smith from Suffolk Wildlife Trust (SWT) walked our Green Spaces with Cllr Mills and Cllr Soanes in April to review progress made following the full SWT survey of 2022 and to give future management advice. Cathy was pleased to note that the work of volunteers has substantially reduced the bramble and bracken growth in the bluebell woods which is allowing the ground flora to flourish. The growth of Pignut Conopodium majus which is currently a declining species was noted.
There are an increasing number of Holly and Sycamore saplings forming a level of growth between the ground and tree canopy. Whilst these should be thinned out it is important to retain this mid layer of flora.
Cathy noted that the newly planted hedge on the southern boundary is establishing well. She suggested that after 2 years of growth some of the tree guards should be removed. If the unprotected saplings are not grazed by the deer the remaining guards can be removed to encourage bushy growth.
The ‘lighter touch’ approach to the annual cut of the grassland has had a positive effect on the variety of flora and fauna. The relatively rare Meadow Saxifrage and Pignut were noted. Cathy would support the Trustees in applying for County Wildlife Site  (CWS) designation for the calcareous grassland. Such sites are rare in Suffolk and fragility is also a primary selection criteria, as without grassland management this site would develop into scrub and ultimately woodland. Designation as a CWS would encourage those in the future responsible for managing the site to continue with sympathetic management. The site is also a continuation of an important wildlife corridor from Manor Farm meadows, through the churchyard and Broom Hill woodland.
Advice for future management of the calcareous grassland is to continue with the September grass cut and regular cutting of the scrub growth on the margins. An application for CWS should also include details of regular recording of flora and fauna species from May until the September cut. Since the beginning of May Cllr Soanes has surveyed the grassland weekly, the total of recorded flora species being 22 to date.
Actions for PC. To support an increase in the Green Spaces budget for 27/28 to fund regular clearing of the scrub growth along the margins of the grassland, and to also include an annual cut of bramble on the upper slope of the woodland.
8b) Report from Mill Hill, Three Cocked Hat and Allotments working group.
Some of the tree saplings planted on Mill Hill have failed. Cathy advised that this is not surprising as they are competing with existing vegetation. The tree guards will need to be removed from the dead saplings. Cathy advised that where possible the abundant growth of green alkenet should be reduced. There will be an autumn volunteer work morning on Mill Hill to clear bramble.
Cathy noted that the 3 yearly grass cut on the Three Cocked Hat has benefitted the ground flora growth. The rare meadow saxifrage was noted on site. The new Lime Trees have established well. The tree guards on the dead saplings need to be removed.
Cllr Burton replaced a faulty tap on one of the water storage tanks with a much stronger metal tap on the allotments. The original taps are plastic and with frequent use the seals are breaking causing leaks. It would be prudent to consider replacing all the taps with a stronger version. 
The clerk has received a letter from an allotment holder which has been forwarded to all councillors. This matter will be discussed at the meeting.
OTHER GREEN SPACE MATTERS
Litter Pick
10 adult and 2 toddler volunteers litter picked on 18th April. A total of 20 bags of  and 1 car wheel were collected. Most litter was collected from the ditch on Lower Road and on the B1078 from the bridge to the A140. There will be another Litter Pick in the autumn.

Village Sign on B1078 east of village
The village sign was removed, repaired and reinstalled by volunteers. The PC wish to minute thanks to volunteers David Oliver, Andrew Soanes and Cllr Mills for the work. Parishioners have favourably acknowledged this work by the PC.
Info Box
In preparation for Open Gardens Cllr Soanes has replanted the containers at the info box. Cllr Soanes will also be ‘Spring Cleaning’ the box to remove the covering of green algae.

ACTION POINTS FOR PARISH COUNCIL
1. To agree to increase the Green Spaces budget for 27/28 to fund regular cutting of the scrub growth on the margins of the grassland of Broom Hill and to also fund regular cutting of the bramble growth on the upper slope in the woodland.

2. To agree any actions to be taken in response to the parishioner letter regarding the allotments.




