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	Local Government Reorganisation
	As you may well have heard LGR plans for Suffolk have been withdrawn and paused in many other parts of the country while they are reviewed. It is unclear whether the review is to consider the process or the decisions but government have said this is still their intention. As such there will now be District and Borough elections in May 2027 and mayoral elections in 2028.

	National Planning Policy Framework
	Government announced a new NPPF at the end of August which came into force with immediate effect. National Planning Policy Framework - GOV.UK The most striking difference is that defined settlement boundaries no longer apply and are replaced by the settlements which is a broader term.	

	Shrublands
	MSDC have appointed a senior planning officer with dedicated responsibility for Shrublands and the Fisons site

	Local Development Order for Nature based solutions
	Cabinet has agreed to develop an LDO to support landowners and stakeholders to support nature based solutions to improve things like flood resilience and climate change adaptations such as ponds, scrapes, bunds, leaky dams, riverbank lowering, river meandering to benefit people and nature subject to restrictions 

	Retrofit and Energy Advice for Communities and Households
	REACH is our new service that is able to provide tailored independent energy advice to make homes warmer, more energy efficient and cheaper to run REACH Service - Mid Suffolk District Council - babergh.gov.uk / midsuffolk.gov.uk

	Building Resilience and Adaptation through Community Energy
	The BRACE Programme provides a coordinated package of support to help community organisations overcome the financial, technical and capacity barriers that often prevent projects from progressing. By combining Council-led programme management with specialist support, the programme will enable community organisations to deliver projects that reduce carbon emissions, lower energy costs and improve community resilience, while supporting wider place-based approaches to community energy and climate action.

	Local housing for local people
	MSDC Cabinet has agreed to introduce a Parish Connection Priority for new affordable and social rented homes secured through S106 agreements.

	Mid Suffolk finalist for nature recovery work
	£1.8 million invested, also investing in 30 hectares of land, including Stowmarket, Thorndon, and Palgrave. Plus supporting Chalkieth Conservation to create a new nature reserve in Needham Market Chalkeith Conservation | Nature Reserve | Suffolk, UK whilst also expanding its meadow management program.

	Gateway 14 news
	Universities of Suffolk and Essex, West Suffolk College, Suffolk New College and Colchester Institute are now or will be inviting paticipants to join professional development skills courses to address the region’s skills gap.
The workshops and courses are open to all adults with local employers receiving direct access to higher-level training that used to mean travelling outside the district Innovation Centre | Stowmarket Innovation Gateway | Suffolk



	District Councillor: David Penny		
Email: david.penny@midsuffolk.gov.uk
Telephone: 01449 760 367
	District Councillor: John Whitehead
Email: John.whitehead@midsuffolk.gov.uk
Telephone: 01449 760 521



