For PC  Meeting Thursday 16th July 2026
ITEM 7 GREEN SPACES   
7a) Report from Broom Hill Trust.
In early June Parish Councillors again watered the newly planted hedge on the southern boundary. However, with the prolonged drought it is likely that there will be saplings again lost along this hedge line as the hosepipe ban prohibits further watering. Cllr Soanes is continuing to regularly record the flora on the grass slope.
 Cllrs Soanes and Mills met with Richard Hartley to discuss regular maintenance work needed to manage the scrub growth along the margins of the grassland, picnic bench area and upper path. This work is necessary to protect the rare and valuable calcareous grassland. Richard will also quote for regular cutting to reduce the bramble growth on the upper slope in the woodland. Trustees ask the PC to take a decision regarding an increase to the Green Spaces budget to include this additional maintenance. 
There will be an autumn working party morning to continue the battle against the bracken and bramble growth in the woodland, date yet to be decided. The parish councillor working group will also thin out the tree saplings and remove any redundant tree guards.
7b) Report from Mill Hill, Three Cocked Hat and Allotments working group.
There are still 1 half plot and 1 third plot vacant. The plots have been advertised and a current allotment holder is considering renting the half plot. Cllrs Mills and Soanes asked Richard Hartley to quote for an annual cut of the allotment boundary hedges. Currently the hedges are cut by one allotment holder, however in the future the PC may have to budget for this maintenance.
A PC working group morning will be arranged in the autumn to clear the scrub growth on the margins of the footpath and bench on Mill Hill and to remove the redundant tree guards on Mill Hill and the Three Cocked Hat.
OTHER GREEN SPACE MATTERS
Info Box
In preparation for Open Gardens Cllr Soanes washed the green algae off Info Box and replanted the flowerpots. Another ‘TELEPHONE’ perspex panel has fallen out and will need to be glued back in place.
Other Community work
The parish councillor working group are helping TCC with the refurbishment of the children’s Play Area. They have already repainted the Litter Bin Store and will be building the framework for a bug hotel and repairing and repainting the Jubilee bench.
Green Hay Request
The PC have received a request from Stowlangtoft PC for green hay from our annual churchyard cut. Green Hay will as usual be moved to sites at TCC. However, any surplus will be made available to Stowlangtoft for collection.

ACTION POINTS FOR THE PARISH COUNCIL
1. To agree an increase to the Green Spaces budget for 27/28 to fund regular cutting of the scrub growth on the margins of the grassland of Broom Hill, around the picnic site, upper path and to also fund regular cutting of the bramble growth on the upper slope in the woodland.

Tasks for the parish councillor working group :-
1. Glue panel back in the Info Box.
2. Remove Jubilee Bench from the Rec for refurbishment and build Bug Hotel framework.
3. Arrange a morning to clear scrub growth on Mill Hill, thin tree saplings on Broom Hill and remove redundant tree guards from all sites.




