St Mary’s Churchyard
Coddenham’s churchyard is maintained as a local green space to inspire contemplation and as a haven for nature. Much of it is only cut annually and the resultant hay removed to encourage wildflowers to multiply. During the past twelve months, surplus seed hay from the churchyard has been transferred to other green spaces in Coddenham, at the Coddenham Centre and at the burial ground, to aid biodiversity across the parish. The wildflower areas in the churchyard are framed thanks to the paths being cut regularly by John Peecock. 
The parish council has responsibility for the maintenance of the churchyard, but this is very much working with the churchwardens and the PCC and listening to residents. Recently parish councillors have applied to have the paths through the churchyard accepted as formal rights of way and had a professional survey undertaken of the trees in the churchyard, with limited work to take place in the autumn. Important as they are, these items are small relative to the repairs required to repair the wall between the churchyard and the road. 
Bouts of heavy rain and increased traffic volumes have taken their toll. Having taken advice from Historic England, the wall has been in inspected in detail and a suggested work inventory produced. This has been shared with possible specialist contractors to both price for the work, including applying for all the necessary permissions and to provide time schedules. The cost of the repairs is likely to be significant relative to the parish council’s annual budget, so councillors will need to seek external funding. Updates will be provided to residents at regular intervals.
In closing, last month a bug hotel was erected by parish councillors and council volunteers in the churchyard. This was filled by members of the forest church arranged by St Mary’s. Another biodiversity net gain.
