Mid-Suffolk District Council Report for Coddenham PC, March 2026

	Full Council Meeting 26th February
	The focus of this month’s Council meeting was on budgetary and financial matters.
· Questions were asked to the planning portfolio holder regarding the substantial outline planning application DC/25/05114 concerning the County Wildlife Sites and development resulting in the loss or deterioration of irreplaceable habitats and consideration of alternative sites.
· GENERAL FUND BUDGET and MEDIUM TERM FINACIAL PROVISION. It was agreed to increase to Council Tax of £5.23 per annum (10p per week) for a Band D property, which is equivalent to 2.99%, increasing from £175.03 to £180.26 per annum in order protect the council from future loss of income from government funding and to be able to implement our plans. An amendment was proposed to freeze Council tax for this year and include the figure in the medium term financial provision for future years. This was based on the forecast surplus of 3.378m for 26/27 but was defeated.
· HOUSING REVENUE ACCOUNT2026/27 BUDGET and 30 yr. BUSINESS PLAN. It was agreed that a CPI + 1% increase of 4.8% for social rents, equivalent to an average rent increase of £5.03 for social rent and affordable rent of £7.45, a week be implemented and sheltered housing service charges and utility charges are spread over 4 years to achieve full recovery cost
· Joint Capital, Investment and Treasury Management Strategies (TMS) for the 2026/27 financial year  and the Strategic Asset Management Plan (SAMP) were approved. The SAMP is a policy document that sets out how the Councils’ property assets are managed to support the vision, objectives and goals of the councils to serve the district.

	Cabinet 10th March
	It was agreed to set up a fund to support communities with costs of producing Neighbourhood Development Plans subject to conditions following withdrawal of government support

	Better Recycling
	New blue bins and food waste caddies will be delivered from March 9th. You should have received a letter and information leaflet about this. You should also have received a copy of the Mid-Suffolk magazine which includes further information on Better Recycling and much more.

	SCC Elections
	On the 16th February the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government withdrew his decision to postpone the elections of 30 local councils, including Suffolk County Council, due to take place in May 2026. the minister's change of mind was on legality grounds just prior to a court Judicial Review? MSDC had made preparations to administer the election and will be ready for May 7th.

	MSDC Offices
	Hatch Homes Ltd has been named as the purchaser of the remainder of Mid Suffolk District Council’s former office site in Needham Market.

	Joint Local Plan review
	Due to the government’s revised housing targets we have to review our joint local plan. The link below will take you to the map showing sites that have been submitted for consideration in both 2024 and more recently. Note that this does not mean that they meet the criteria for consideration. Call for Sites (20 Oct - 9 Jan 2026) - Mid Suffolk District Council - babergh.gov.uk / midsuffolk.gov.uk
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